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I amastonishedatthebreadthandaudacityof thedebtobligationsandthetax andfeeincreases
underconsiderationby this Committee.Lastweek theStateLegislaturecavalierlyoverrodethe
Governor’svetoesof severalStatetax increases,firmly establishingHawaii taxpayersasamong
thosewho beartheheaviesttax burdenin theNation.Now, with the increasesproposedon this
agenda,this Committeeis consideringaddingsubstantiallyto thatburdenfor Honolulu taxpayers.
Preciselyatatime whenprivatesectortaxpayersareexperiencingstagnant,evendecreasing,
income.And lost jobs.Your tax andfeeincreasestargetlocal families, children,small
businesses,homeowners,golfers, surfers,eventhoseneedingpoliceassistance.

And you areconsideringacapitalbudgetthat seemsto be basedon hopefor Federalfunding for the
Mayor’s train.Building abudgeton hopeis somethingbettersuitedto thosewho playthe lottery.
ThatCapitalbudgetshouldnot beapproveduntil train funding is fully identified.Nor should
thesaleof TransitImprovementBondsbeapproveduntil the entirefunding plan - a credible
fundingplan- is in placebeforethepublic.

Our currenteconomiccrisis presentsyou anopportunityto exercisetrueleadership.This is
not thetime for acquiringlong termdebtandobligationson a whim. Nor for addingto thealready
oneroustax burdenon your constituents.Rather,it is thetime for hard fiscal decisionsthat leave
moneyin thehandsofthepeoplethat actuallyearnedit, taxpayerswhowill spendandinvestthat
moneyin our community,producingahome-grownstimulusto economicrecovery.I urgeyou to
disapproveeverytax increasebeforeyou today.

Tightenyourown beltsfirst.

RobertR. Kessler
444 NahuaSt., PH 09
Honolulu,HI 96815
Ph. 922-6188
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